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Dr. Malcolm D. Gottlich, M.D.
Orthopaedic Clinic of Daytona Beach, P.A.
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Bright House Networks
Concepts and Furniture
Grace Episcopal Church
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Pirate’s Cove Resort Hotel
Publix Super Market
Ritter's Frozen Custard
Seascape Towers
Spruce Creek Country Club
Stacey Lipton Interiors
The Mediterranean Experience
Walgreens Daytona District
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Zen Bistro
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| Can Read!
By: Norma Cole: A Great Kids Volunteer for 11 years

The Great Kids tutoring program works with childigsing a combination of one
-on-one instruction, self directed computer timemework assistance, and small
group skill instruction. This is a companion pragréo the Life Skill  Enrich-
ment designed to get children ready for learningpast years we have been fo-
cusing on children ranging from 2nd grade to 5Sthder Last

year we tested tutoring 1st graders. Some felty there too

young . However, as it turned out the 1st graddid very

well. This caused the staff to think about the pokty of

trying kindergarten children. Again the consensuss it

would be too hard and too long for them. About axthago, a

kindergarten child, Ra’Mya, got on the Great Kidssbby

mistake; her brothers and sister were already én gnogram.

She had been in our Enrichment program on Thussdayshe

was well-known.

"

Her attitude in the Enrichment program was sayimp”“when asked to
participate, refusing to even sit in a chair, mgkitnextremely difficult for her to
join in the reading program, and basically showingttentiveness. However, on
the day she entered the tutoring program, we ddctdetry her out on our
Auditory program, Hooked on Phonics. It was digred that she had mastered
all her letters and sounds. Basic word familiesewatroduced, and she caught
on very quickly. When she read Book #1 in the HO&gmam, her face lit up,
and she exclaimed, “I can read!” She now looksvéod to tutoring and her
attitude and participation has also improved inEheichment Center

Thirty-three present of Volusia County childrenesrgchool

without the basic skills needed to learn to reagaBGKids is

committed to helping these young children and offier free
tutoring to kindergarten children next year.

“1 continue to believe that if children are givethe necessary tools to
succeed, they will succeed beyond their wildestdrs!”

David Vitter, U.S. Senator




Tears to Smiles

“I can’t do it!. It's too hard!” Hearing those worilom a young boy’s mouth
can break your heart. Travon known as T.J., adnade student from our Port
Orange Enrichment Program, was quick to give uppadis chin to his chest
and cry. Each week it was the same. It was veustrating for both T.J. and
the tutors.

One afternoon the Great Kids program assistanth&awalked in to the skill

room, and found T.J. hunched over crying. She la@ikn and asked, “what’s

wrong?” He promptly replied, with a defeated loakhis eyes “I just can’t do
it.” She asked him if he had tried his best andmhe sadly gave her a nod indicating that he had,gave
him a hug and replied “Well that’s all that mattest that moment, his entire attitude changed, badvas
ready to go to his tutor and practice some mordinga

T.J had been feeling overwhelmed as many youngdremildo when the work is too hard for them. They fe
like they have failed, but through positive reim®ment, patience and encouragement he started ke ma
progress. He became more willing to try the haodf.sHlis mom says his confidence level is higherttshe
has ever seen it. Just like T.J, many of our stisdetarted out with tears because they were fadimdydidn’t
believe in themselves. And now they are smilingrfrear to ear with pride

Great Kids Needs Your Help
Jack Ellis - Board Treasurer

The past two years have been difficult for GreatskKHaving been associated with Great Kids for ddrg, |
have been a witness to our outstanding growthenatiea and the number of at-risk children servédve
seen the road traveled, the ups and the downsthEgpast two years we have had to severely reduce o

A SMASHING Event

Each first Tuesday of the month Fish City Grill time Trails Shopping Center picks a local charity t
highlight its cause and donates 15% of all salgkdbcharity. Great Kids was the chosen charitydimco
de Mayo, the first Tuesday in May, and at 6:00 wheralked into the restaurant | was stunned totkee
entire place filled with friends of Great Kids. h¥e never felt so supported! There were Great Ki
volunteers from Port Orange, DelLeon Springs and dddnas well as a few teachers from Osceo
Elementary School, one of our partnering schoderé were many people from First United Methodifst ¢
Ormond, Christ Presbyterian and the Unitarian Cihesc | can not convey the feeling of emotion that
experienced, as | looked across the room seeirthese smiling faces and | thought to my self, ‘thikse
people came out to support Great Kids.”

By Sandy Rakes

Marilee Foster from Fish City Grill saith\We have never had an organization market a Finse3day event
as well as Great Kids did. The volunteers for Grié€als turned out in mass to support a cause, ansl i
apparent that they hold Great Kids Explorer Clulanand dear to their hearts.”

It was such a fun evening. Connie Estrada, prafessisinger and dear friend, donated her time esated
the diners to the light sounds of the 50’s, 60'd &0’'s. Everyone loved Connie and her talented teim
musicians, Coco Lewis (her sister), Gary Mantz Badl Hagel. What a talented group of people. Omalbeh

budget and were unable to reopen our program in Sewrna this year. It has been a bare bones budget. Of Great Kids, | thank each and every person whpeeto make this night a smashing success. All tl

Last year's expenses were $115,772; this year wdaaced to reduce that to $99,000. We have reglace
salaried personnel with volunteers assuming regpititiss. Even our Executive Director has

been contributing 25% of her salary back to GresKIn spite of these reductions and in

order to maintain our service to the young childree have had to go into our reserve account

these past two years. That account is now dimidishene.

| have just recently accepted the responsibilithefoming the organization Treasurer. | feel it

is my responsibility to alert all interested pastie the severity of our situation. We have had

success in the past with both public and privagaigrand the nucleolus of dedicated contributors kdwve
made all of this possible. All of these sourcesfaeding the effect of the present economy. | feelurgently
need to expand the base of our support system.awejast continue to go back to the same peoptings
for more and more financial support. We need toyaskfor a somewhat different effort. We need yotailk

about this program to your friends and associdtesdp us, please, to find new volunteers and new

contributors so we can maintain and continue trogimam.

Working with Great Kids has taught me so much alapgreciation. How good it makes me feel to see

progress in individual children. | cherish the maotnehen the light goes on for a child who has ledra
behavior or skill that will improve and change thaies. | am so proud to be a part of this fingasrization
and to be a part of the family of volunteers wheegboth their time and love to these at-risk cleildrl can
only hope that with your help we can obtain thafficial support we need to continue our mission.

proceeds will be used to provide free tutoringate Income children.

5omething to c9|ebrate

Enrichment Programs* P Tutorial Programs*

84% improved at least one letter gradé. 88% improved at least one letter gracﬁe.
76% received at ‘C’ or better in all coée
subjects: reading, math, and languagée
arts. :

78% received at ‘C’ or better in all coré

subjects: reading, math, and languagé
arts. :
85% on or above grade level in Readibg. 78% on grade level in Reading.

95% on grade level in Math.

*74 students tracked

85% on grade level in Math.

*45 students tracked



