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I Can Read! 

 By: Norma Cole: A Great Kids Volunteer for 11 years 
 

The Great Kids tutoring program works with children using a combination of one
-on-one instruction, self directed computer time, homework assistance, and small 
group skill instruction. This is a companion program to the Life Skill    Enrich-
ment designed to get children ready for learning. In past years we have been fo-
cusing on children ranging from 2nd grade to 5th grade. Last  
year we tested tutoring 1st graders. Some felt  they were too 
young .  However, as it turned out the 1st graders  did very  
well. This caused the staff to think about the possibility of   
trying  kindergarten children. Again the consensus was it 
would be too hard and too long for them. About a month ago, a 
kindergarten child, Ra’Mya, got on the Great Kids bus by     
mistake; her brothers and sister were already in the  program.  
She had been in our Enrichment  program on Thursdays, so she 
was well-known. 
   
Her attitude in the Enrichment program was saying “no” when asked to           
participate, refusing to even sit in a chair, making it extremely difficult for her to 
join in the reading program, and basically showing  inattentiveness. However, on 
the day she entered the tutoring program, we decided to try her out on our    
Auditory  program, Hooked on  Phonics.  It was discovered that she had mastered 
all her letters and sounds.  Basic word families were introduced, and she caught 
on very quickly. When she read Book #1 in the HOP program, her face lit up, 
and she exclaimed, “I can read!”  She now looks forward to tutoring and her  
attitude and participation has also improved in the Enrichment Center.  
 
 

 

 
“ I continue to believe that if children are given the necessary tools to 

succeed, they will succeed beyond their wildest dreams!” 
 

David Vitter, U.S. Senator  

 

Thirty-three present of Volusia County children enter school 
without the basic skills needed to learn to read. Great Kids is 
committed to helping these young children and will offer free 

tutoring to kindergarten children next year. 

A Special Thank You to All of our Business Sponsors  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Event Sponsor: 

Dr. Malcolm D. Gottlich, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Clinic of Daytona Beach, P.A.  

 

Eagle Sponsor: 
Campbell Family Foundation  

 

Birdie Sponsor:  
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Arrants  

 

Hole Sponsors: 
Bright House Networks 
Concepts and Furniture 

Grace Episcopal Church  
Great Kids Mentors of Grace Episcopal 
Green Homes by DDR ENT of Volusia 

Hardees of Port Orange 
Mitchell Noel Insurance Agency 

Spruce Creek Flight Physicals Robert Kurrle M.D. 
Super Wash of Port Orange: Paul and Lisa Bradley 

 

Business Contributors 
Bartos Veterinary Clinic 

East Coast Community Bank 
Ed’s Kwik Kerb 

First United Methodist Church’s Seeker Sunday School Class 
Ormond Beach Women’s Club 
Tomoka Eye Associates, P.A. 

 

In Kind Sponsors 
Applebee’s 

Aunt Catfish’s On the River 
Avon 

Bavarian Festhaus 
Bill Green Jewelers 
Daily Grind Burgers 
Denny’s-Port Orange 

First United Methodist Church of Ormond Beach 
Food Lion of Ormond Beach 

Go-Kart City 
Grammy K’s 

Hardees 
Hawaiian Tropic 

Java Hair Company 
Joy Luck 1 Super Buffet 

Halo Salon 
Kneaded Therapeutic Massage 

Mariachi Restaurant 
Mary Kay Beauty Supply-Melissa Winquist   
Mary Kay Beauty Supply-Michelle Jordan 

Oceanside Country Club 
Our Deck Down Under 

Pirate’s Cove Resort Hotel 
Publix Super Market 

Ritter’s Frozen Custard 
Seascape Towers 

Spruce Creek Country Club 
Stacey Lipton Interiors 

The Mediterranean Experience 
Walgreens Daytona District 
Wal-Mart of Ormond Beach 

Zen Bistro 
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A SMASHING Event     By  Sandy Rakes 

Great Kids Needs Your Help 
Jack Ellis - Board Treasurer 

 

The past two years have been difficult for Great Kids. Having been associated with Great Kids for 11 years, I 
have been a witness to our outstanding growth in the area and the number of at-risk children served. I have 
seen the road traveled, the ups and the downs. For the past two years we have had to severely reduce our 
budget and were unable to reopen our program in New Smyrna this year. It has been a bare bones budget. 
Last year’s expenses were $115,772; this year we are forced to reduce that to $99,000. We have replaced 
salaried personnel with volunteers assuming responsibilities. Even our Executive Director has 
been contributing 25% of her salary back to Great Kids. In spite of these reductions and in 
order to maintain our service to the young children, we have had to go into our reserve account 
these past two years. That account is now diminished, gone. 
 
I have just recently accepted the responsibility of becoming the organization Treasurer. I feel it 
is my responsibility to alert all interested parties to the severity of our situation. We have had 
success in the past with both public and private grants and the nucleolus of dedicated contributors who have 
made all of this possible. All of these sources are feeling the effect of the present economy. I feel we urgently 
need to expand the base of our support system. We can’t just continue to go back to the same people asking 
for more and more financial support. We need to ask you for a somewhat different effort. We need you to talk 
about this program to your friends and associates. Help us, please, to find new volunteers and new             
contributors so we can maintain and continue this program. 
  
Working with Great Kids has taught me so much about appreciation. How good it makes me feel to see    
progress in individual children. I cherish the moment when the light goes on for a child who has learned a 
behavior or skill that will improve and change their lives. I am so proud to be a part of this fine organization 
and to be a part of the family of volunteers who give both their time and love to these at-risk children. I can 
only hope that with your help we can obtain the financial support we need to continue our mission. 

 

 Tears to Smiles 
 

 

“I can’t do it!. It’s too hard!” Hearing those word from a young boy’s mouth 
can break your heart.  Travon known as T.J., a first grade student from our Port 
Orange Enrichment Program, was quick to give up and put his chin to his chest 
and cry. Each week it was the same.  It was very frustrating for both T.J. and 
the tutors.  
 
One afternoon the Great Kids program assistant, Rachel, walked in to the skill 
room, and found T.J. hunched over crying. She knelt down and asked, “what’s  
wrong?” He promptly replied, with a defeated look in his eyes “I just can’t do 

it.” She asked him if he had tried his best and when he sadly gave her a nod indicating that he had, She gave 
him a hug and replied “Well that’s all that matters.” At that moment, his entire attitude changed, and he was 
ready to go to his tutor and practice some more reading.  
 
T.J had been feeling overwhelmed as many young children do when the work is too hard for them. They feel 
like they have failed, but through positive reinforcement, patience and encouragement he started to make   
progress. He became more willing to try the hard stuff. His mom says his confidence level is higher than she 
has ever seen it. Just like T.J, many of our students started out with tears because they were failing and didn’t 
believe in themselves. And now they are smiling from ear to ear with pride.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Each first Tuesday of the month Fish City Grill in the Trails Shopping Center picks a local charity to      
highlight its cause and donates 15% of all sales to that charity. Great Kids was the chosen charity for Cinco 
de Mayo, the first Tuesday in May, and at 6:00 when I walked into the restaurant I was stunned to see the 
entire place filled with friends of Great Kids. I have never felt so supported! There were Great Kids      
volunteers from Port Orange, DeLeon Springs and Ormond as well as a few teachers from Osceola      
Elementary School, one of our partnering schools. There were many people from First United Methodist of 
Ormond, Christ Presbyterian and the Unitarian Churches. I can not convey the feeling of emotion that I   
experienced, as I looked across the room seeing all these smiling faces and I thought to my self, “All these 
people came out to support Great Kids.”  
 

Marilee Foster from Fish City Grill said, “We have never had an organization market a First Tuesday event 
as well as Great Kids did.  The volunteers for Great Kids turned out in mass to support a cause, and it is 
apparent that they hold Great Kids Explorer Club near and dear to their hearts.”   
 

It was such a fun evening. Connie Estrada, professional singer and dear friend, donated her time and treated 
the diners to the light sounds of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. Everyone loved Connie and her talented team of 
musicians, Coco Lewis (her sister), Gary Mantz and Paul Hagel. What a talented group of people. On behalf 
of Great Kids, I thank each and every person who helped to make this night a smashing success. All the   
proceeds will be used to provide free tutoring to low income children. 

Enrichment Programs* 
 

· 84% improved at least one letter grade. 
 

· 78% received at ‘C’ or better in all core 
subjects: reading, math, and language 
arts. 
 

· 85% on or above grade level in Reading. 
 

· 95% on grade level in Math. 

Tutorial Programs* 
 

· 88% improved at least one letter grade. 
 

· 76% received at ‘C’ or better in all core 
subjects: reading, math, and language 
arts. 
 

· 78% on grade level in Reading. 
 

· 85% on grade level in Math. 

*74 students tracked  *45 students tracked  


